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Abstract

Copyright contracts are among the most important legal instruments in the field of intellectual property, play-
ing a decisive role in regulating the relationships between creators and users of literary, artistic, and scientific
works. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach to examine the legal framework of
copyright contracts in Iran and selected legal systems, particularly France and the United States. The findings
indicate that copyright contracts have a dual nature: their economic (economic) rights are transferable and
commercial, whereas their moral (personal) rights are inherent, personal, and non-transferable. In Iranian law,
the Law on the Protection of the Rights of Authors, Composers, and Artists (1969) provides the legal basis for
protecting both the economic and moral rights of creators. However, this law has not kept pace with digital
technologies and the cross-border economy of intellectual works, resulting in legal gaps in digital contracts
and online exploitation. From a comparative perspective, the French legal system emphasizes strong protection
of moral rights and applies the principle of narrow interpretation of rights transfer, whereas the common law
system, especially in the United States, allows greater flexibility in transferring economic rights and commer-
cial exploitation. Iran’s incomplete membership in international treaties such as the Berne Convention, along
with the absence of comprehensive digital regulations, has created international and practical limitations for
creators. This study demonstrates that reforming intellectual property laws, developing comprehensive regula-
tions on digital rights, strengthening enforcement mechanisms, and enhancing legal awareness among creators
are essential to ensure effective protection of copyright contracts. Ultimately, the combination of economic

and personal dimensions of copyright underscores the necessity of revising Iran’s legal system and drawing on

international experiences.

Keywords: Copyright, Economic and Moral Rights, Intellectual Property Contracts, Digital Rights,
Comparative Law
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