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Abstract

The Family and Youth Protection Law of 1400 is considered one of the most important population policy laws
in recent decades, which was approved with the aim of increasing the fertility rate, supporting the family insti-
tution, facilitating childbearing, and removing demographic barriers. Despite the protective nature of this law,
the legislator has used criminal and criminalization mechanisms in various parts of it; including determining
penalties for refusing to provide health services related to childbearing, refusing to issue licenses or provide
administrative services, violating relevant health guidelines, and creating restrictions or barriers contrary to
population policies.This raises a fundamental question as to how necessary, proportionate and efficient the use
of criminal instruments is in achieving demographic goals. The aim of the present study is to scientifically an-
alyze the criminalizations foreseen in the aforementioned law within the framework of Iranian criminal policy;
in such a way that, while examining their legislative necessities, efficiency and practical consequences, the chal-
lenges arising from the development of the criminal sphere in the sensitive area of family and fertility are also
assessed. The research method is descriptive-analytical and based on the analysis of legal articles, macro-policy
documents, criminal policy foundations and theoretical data related to demographic criminal law.The main
assumption of the research is that some of the criminalizations in this law, due to the wide range of audiences,
ambiguity in the scope of tasks, inconsistent use of criminal enforcement guarantees, and lack of proportionality
between crime and punishment, not only do not lead to improving the effectiveness of population policies, but
can also create negative consequences such as reducing public trust, increasing social resistance, pressure on
the judicial system, and weakening non-criminal support mechanisms. The results of the research show that
achieving population goals requires a comprehensive approach, the use of economic support tools, the removal
of structural obstacles, and the use of administrative and civil enforcement guarantees, rather than relying on
criminal intervention. Accordingly, it is suggested that the criminalizations in this law be reviewed based on the

principle of proportionality, criminal minimalism, and the fundamental principles of criminal policy.
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